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✓ PAINT REMOVAL When removing old paint, a
scraper should be used. Keep the tool sharp. A
good idea is to round off the corners to minimise
the risk of gouging. A ‘dragging’ type is usually
more controllable than a ‘pushing’ type.

✓ SANDING When sanding, the amount of paper
you will use will vary enormously. A very
approximate guide would be one sheet per
square metre of bare substrate, such as wood or
glass fibre. It is always better to use a sanding
block to achieve a smoother surface. For
previously painted surfaces, half a sheet per
square metre is a rough guide and rubbing down
between coats will use a similar amount.
ANTIFOULING MUST ONLY BE WET SANDED.

✓ PREPARATION A suitable stirrer will be needed
to stir the paint prior to use; an old screwdriver
is not suitable for this job. A pallet knife or
stirring stick is best. Remove surface dust with 
a dust wipe. The area to be painted must be
masked off using a high quality clean edged tape. 

There are two types available; paper masking
tape which is suitable for antifouling, and high
performance tapes which are suitable for
topsides finishes and will prevent creep. 

✓ BRUSHES It is always important to use a good
quality brush, which is as large as you can
comfortably use. A good brush is a good
investment, which should be thoroughly 
cleaned after use.

✓ ROLLERS Generally, a medium pile roller can be
used for antifouling application, and a small cell
foam roller for gloss finishes. In some areas high
density yellow foam rollers are available that are
excellent for application of most products
including antifoulings and Perfection Finish.

✓ SPRAY Application of all paint products by spray
requires specialist equipment. When spraying
two-pack products an air-fed mask must be
worn. Spraying of two-pack polyurethane
products at home is not advised.

The equipment used for applying the finish can make a difference to the success of your
project. Guidelines for the best equipment to use are always detailed on the paint can and
if a particular type of brush or roller is required, it will be specified. Further details are
available at yachtpaint.com, however, this section should give you a few pointers.

All paints are designed to allow application of 
the correct wet film thickness when applying the
recommended number of coats. This is obviously
only a guideline as different people will apply
different thicknesses depending on their technique
or the equipment used.  

Problems of over-application can occur, but 
these are minimised by ensuring the correct 
over coating times are adhered to.  

By ensuring the correct quantity of paint
is applied as calculated using the
coverage chart at the back of this manual,
problems of under-application should also be
minimised.

As already stated, the application method you
choose will have a direct effect on the amount of
paint that is applied in each coat. A rough guide to
the amount of paint applied by the different
methods is as follows: 

APPLICATION METHOD AMOUNT

FOAM ROLLER 20–40 MICRONS

MOHAIR ROLLER 20–50 MICRONS

BRUSH 20–60 MICRONS

CONVENTIONAL SPRAY 30–100 MICRONS

AIRLESS SPRAY 50–200 MICRONS

Health & Safety
Labelling of Health and Safety precautions for paint products is a legal requirement and forms
a specific section on our labels. However the words are laid down by law and are often difficult
to understand. In this section we try to guide you through the symbols and text in order to
enable you to take on board some of the advice given. In addition some further information is
provided to make applying paint a safer job. Before starting work always read the label. Each
tin will display a number of warning symbols and written warning phrases which will quickly
indicate those areas where particular care should be taken. Potential risks, and measures
needed to protect yourself during application, are shown below:

WARNING SYMBOLS
Corrosive – This material will attack the eyes and 
skin and can give you burns.
Harmful – This material may harm you from skin 
contact, from breathing in or ingesting. 
The wording will indicate which.
Irritant – This material may cause a skin rash.
Highly Flammable – A spark or cigarette end will start
a fire, more easily than with petrol. Paint or thinners in
tins, or vapours in the air, can catch fire or explode.
General Precautions – Other general safety precautions
are detailed below and will help should any problem
occur whilst using our paints.

PERSONAL HEALTH
Avoid Ingestion – Food and drink should not be
prepared or consumed in areas where paint is stored 
or is being used. In cases of accidental paint ingestion
seek immediate medical attention. Keep the patient at
rest, do NOT induce vomiting.

Avoid Inhalation – The inhalation of solvent vapour
from paint or dust from sanding can be reduced by the
provision of adequate ventilation or extraction. If this is
not sufficient or if specifically stated on the label,
suitable respiratory protection should be used.
Wear a cartridge type respirator when abrading old
antifoulings with wet and dry paper – never burn off or
dry sand antifouling as this may create harmful fumes
or dust.

In badly ventilated areas wear an air fed hood or
cartridge respirator with organic vapour filter. Solvent
fumes are heavier than air. Breathing these fumes can
make you dizzy, feel drunk and headachy and could
even result in collapse. Read the label carefully and
ensure that the recommended protection is worn.  
Spray painting creates additional health hazards. Spray
mists should not under any circumstances be inhaled.
Read the label carefully and ensure recommended
protection is worn; generally an air-fed hood is the best
protection as it provides a fresh air feed to the user.

Avoid eye contact – Eye protection should be used
during application and when there is any risk of paint
splashing on the face. Safety glasses or goggles are
inexpensive, available from many DIY stores, and are
well worth wearing. Use eyewear that complies with
appropriate local standards. If material does
contaminate the eye, it is recommended that the eye is
flushed with clean fresh water for at least 15 minutes,
holding the eyelids apart, and medical attention sought.

Avoid skin contact – Skin irritation can occur from
contact with paint products. You should, therefore,
always wear protective gloves and protective clothing
when applying or mixing any paint products. Overalls,
which cover the body, arms and legs, should be worn.
Skin cream, of a non-greasy barrier type, may be used
on the face. Do NOT use petroleum jelly as this can
help the absorption of paint into the body. Remove
rings and watch straps before commencing work, as
these can trap paint particles next to the skin. Remove
any paint that does get onto the skin by washing with
warm water and soap or an approved skin cleanser.
After washing, apply a skin conditioner. Never use
solvent or thinners to clean the skin.

THE RISK OF FIRE OR EXPLOSION
Most paints contain organic solvents – some of which
evaporate into the air upon opening the container. 
Any dangers can be reduced if a few simple precautions
are taken:
~ Avoid naked flames where paint is being stored, 

opened or applied
~ Do not smoke
~ Store paint in a well-ventilated, dry place away 

from sources of heat and direct sunlight
~ Keep the tin tightly closed
~ Avoid sparks from metals, electrical appliances 

being switched on and off, or faulty electrical 
connections

~ Do not leave paint soaked rags lying around, 
in the pockets of overalls or in waste bins 
Some types of paint can dry out and auto-ignite

Equipment Guidelines
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