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1110 Helpline: 01489 775050 Open 8.15am–4.30pm Monday–Friday

How to paint like 
a professional

PREPARATION AND PRIMING FOR TOPSIDES PAINT WORK
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Clean the hull with Super Cleaner to remove any contamination.

Re-inspect the hull to ensure no damage has been missed.

If the paint is in good condition, sand with 280–320 grade wet or dry paper and when dry, 

wipe with a dust wipe to remove any dust residue.

If the paint shows localised areas of damage, these areas can be repaired using Watertite

Epoxy Filler (see page 11).

If the previous coating is cracking, peeling or generally showing signs of separation over the

whole area, it should be totally removed. Typical methods are scraping, sanding, grinding

and/or using a chemical paint stripper.

Application of an undercoat will provide additional depth of colour and durability to the finished

surface. To create the best finish we advise mixing the second coat of undercoat 50:50 with

the topcoat. This will create a satin finish which highlights final imperfections which can thus

be sanded smooth. This procedure will also help achieve greater gloss and colour depth in the

topcoat.

To achieve a good finish, the condition of the existing paint work should be thoroughly
checked to determine the extent of the preparation required. Look for areas of damage,
separation or peeling of the paint or any other signs that the paint does not have a firm
hold on the substrate.

Visit our website for more information – yachtpaint.com

TWO-PART EPOXY FILLERS

� Two-part epoxy fillers are the most widely 

used fillers in the yachting industry. They are 

invariably solvent free. A benefit of being

solvent free is that they do not attack the 

underlying primer.

� Epoxies must be mixed in the proper ratio. 

Too much curing agent and they will leave a 

sticky film on the surface that is not suitable 

for overcoating. Too little curing agent will 

weaken the filler and cause it to crumble later on.

� Epoxy fillers are preferred over polyester fillers 

below the waterline as polyester fillers have a 

greater propensity to absorb water.

HINTS TO HELP YOU ACHIEVE A PERFECT RESULT EVERY TIME

Repairing with fillers
Your boat is not only under attack from the elements. Damage may also result from
collision, abrasion and other mechanical damage. Fillers can be used for small scale
repairs, and picking the right one for the job is essential if the result is to last.

Choosing the right filler
Fillers are available with a number of different characteristics specific to how they will be
used. Some have been formulated for quick drying and easy repair characteristics on
topside areas. Others require greater care having been designed as long lasting, water
resistant fillers for use on the hull below the waterline. It is best to ensure that you have
selected the right filler for the job in hand. To assist in selecting the product, we have listed
the range of fillers below together with their appropriate uses.
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INTERFILL®

100

WATERTITE
EPOXY FILLER

• Quick drying

• Ready mixed

• Quick drying

• Easy to mix

• Water resistant
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